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Locally Led Principle of Conservation
 Community stakeholders are best suited to identify and 

resolve local natural resource problems.
 Community stakeholders are keys to successfully 

managing and protecting their natural resources. 
 Neighbors, both urban and rural, can work together and 

take responsibility for addressing local resource needs.
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Why is this important?
 Have a voice in conservation $$$ and technical assistance
 Protect and increase land productivity
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Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

Financial and Technical Assistance to landowners and 
partners to address natural resource conservation 
issues.
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Local Working Groups
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Local Working Groups
Responsibilities may include: 
 Developing a conservation needs assessment.
 Identifying priority resource concerns that can 

be addressed by USDA programs.
 Recommending USDA conservation program 

application and funding criteria, eligible 
practices, and payment rates.

 Assisting NRCS and the conservation district 
with public outreach and information.

 Recommending program policy to the State 
Technical Committee based on resource data.

Example
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State Technical Committee
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State Technical Committee
Meetings may include: 
 Discussion and analysis of  recommendations 

from Local Working Groups.
 Presentation of recommendations from 

subcommittees to State Conservationist and 
USDA.

 Input from public, including farmers and 
landowners.
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Conservation Districts
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Locally Led Conservation

 Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS)

 Local Working Groups

 State Technical Committee

 Conservation Districts
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