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What is the Farm Service Agency (FSA)? 
The  Farm  Service  Agency (FSA) is part of the  United  Sta te s Departm ent of Agricu ltu re  (USDA) 

Adm iniste rs p rogram s for loans, d isaste r assistance , conse rva tion , p rice  support and  m ore

He lps agricu ltu ra l p roduce rs strengthen  ope ra tions and  m anage  risks 

Main ta ins a  strong loca l p re sence  th roughout County Office  Se rvice  Cente rs na tionwide  

Se rves as a  trusted  partne r for p roduce rs naviga ting USDA program s and  policie s.  

Provides the  opportun ity for loca l p roduce rs to  se rve  on  the  County Com m ittee  (COC) 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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How FSA Supports Veteran Farmers 

Vete rans m ay qua lify for additiona l assistance  as part of an  
underse rved  group 

Specia lized  loan  program s a re  ava ilab le  

Provides in form ation  and  tools to  support ve te rans transition  
to  fa rm ing 

FSA offices a re  ava ilab le  na tionwide  to  provide  in  pe rson  
support 

Every FSA office  is  under the  ove rsigh t of loca l produce rs 
e lected  to  the  County Com m ittee  (COC)
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A Brief History on County Committees 

Today, COCs se rve  as a  trusted  presence  to  ensure  tha t FSA 
program s a re  de live red  fa irly and  e ffective ly by 

incorpora ting loca l knowledge  and  inpu t in to  program  
decisions. 

Crea ted  under the  Agricu ltu ra l Adjustm ent act of 1933 to  
involve  loca l fa rm ers in  adm in iste ring FSA program s by 
ensuring policie s were  fa irly applied  and  re flected  loca l 

agricu ltu ra l decisions during the  Grea t Depression
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What is FSA COC and What is their Role? 
A group  of loca l agricu ltu ra l p roduce rs who a re  e lected  by the ir pee rs

Advises FSA on  how program s a re  adm in iste red  on  a  loca l leve l 

He lps ensure  decisions re flect the  needs of the  a rea 's loca l p roduce rs 

Review and  approve  program  applica tions, assist with  county ou treach , and  hear appea ls  

Mee t regu la rly with  FSA sta ff and  provide  ope ra tiona l ove rsigh t 

Participa te  in  the  se lection  p rocess for the  County Execu tive  Director 
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County Committee Structure 

Each  FSA Office  is requ ired  to  have  a  COC 

Each  COC is m ade  up  of 3 or m ore  e lected  m em bers 

Each  m em ber represen ts a  loca l adm in istra tive  a rea  (LAA) with in  the  
county or m ulti-county ju risd iction . 

Com m ittee  m em bers se rve  a  3-year te rm  

Elections a re  he ld  annua lly with  a t least 1 sea t or 1 LAA up  for e lection  
each  year. 



Why COC Representation Matters 

Decisions m ade  by the  com m ittee  a ffect how program s are  applied  in  your 
a rea  

Inpu t from  loca l producers im proves how program s are  ta ilored  to  the  loca l 
fa rm ing conditions

Prom otes support of underse rved  groups such  as ve te rans, beginn ing 
fa rm ers, and  othe rs who need  a  sea t a t the  tab le . 

Be ing involved  he lps bu ild  an  understanding of program  ava ilab le  
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Who is Eligible to Serve 
on the County 
Committee?

• Be a producer with an interest in 
farming or ranching operations

• Participate or cooperate in any FSA 
program

• Be a U.S. Citizen
• Be of legal voting age
• Meet the basic eligibility 

requirements
• Reside in the county or multi-

county jurisdiction in which they 
will be serving.
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How to Get Involved 

Vote  in  your loca l FSA county com m ittee  e lections VOTE

Nom inate  yourse lf or anothe r e ligib le  produce rNominate

Serve  if e lected , you  will se rve  a  3-year te rm  Serve

Contact your County office  to  lea rn  m ore  about ways to  
participa te  Connect  
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Why Veterans Producers Should Consider Serving

Vete rans a re  an  unde rse rved  popula tion  

Your leade rsh ip  expe rience  and  se rvice  m indse t a re  a  grea t asse t to  
fa rm ers and  ranche rs in  your a rea  

Provides you  an  opportun ity to  in fluence  decisions tha t a ffect funding, 
ou treach , and  program  access 

Allows you  to assist fe llow ve te rans and  underse rved produce rs naviga te  
FSA resources 

No prior expe rience , ou tside  of be ing a  p roduce r in  the  com m unity, is  
requ ired  
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What COC Service Looks Like 
Em ploy the  County Execu tive  Director  

Attend  regu la r scheduled  m ee tings (m onth ly to  quarte rly) 

Review program  applica tions and  policy gu idance  

Work with  loca l FSA office  to  engage  produce rs in  your a rea  

Collabora te  with  FSA sta ff to  im prove  de live ry of se rvice  

Share  upda tes and  provide  support to  your fa rm ing com m unity
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Final Takeaways 

FSA program s are  he re  to  
he lp  you  succeed  in  
agricu ltu re  

County Com m ittees a re  an  
im portan t part of how 
program s are  im plem ented  
a t the  loca l leve l 

You can  ge t involved  by 
voting, nom inating or 
se rving 

Your experience  and  
participa tion  can  m ake  a  
rea l d iffe rence  in  your 
com m unity
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Election Timeline

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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Resources for More Information on COC Participation 

Visit www.fa rm ers.gov various FSA resources includ ing a  se rvice  cen te r 
loca tor tool to  he lp  you  connect with  your loca l county office  

Visit the  County Com m ittee  Election  website  for additiona l in form ation  
and  e lection  re sources a t: h ttps:/ /www.fsa .usda .gov/e lections 

http://www.farmers.gov/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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Questions?
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