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Overview

• Agricultural Business Management Team
• Present Workshops
• Write Articles
• U of M Website
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ABM Topics
• Farm Bill
• Farmland Rent
• Fruit & Vegetable Marketing
• Grain Marketing
• Finances
• Ag Taxes
• Farm Transfer
• Business Structures
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Beginning Farmer Education

• Three Part Workshop Series
• Goals & Business Plan
• Finances & Lending
• Ag Taxes & Business Structures
• Marketing & Land Rent
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U of M Resources

• Small farm startup school
• Offered a couple times each year
• Geared towards small-scale farmers

• Fruit & Vegetable Growers
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AgPlan – Business Plan
https://agplan.umn.edu/

https://agplan.umn.edu/
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FINBIN – Farm Crop & Financial Records
https://finbin.umn.edu/

https://finbin.umn.edu/
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Ag Transitions – Farm Transfer
https://agtransitions.umn.edu/

https://agtransitions.umn.edu/


10

© 2025 Regents of the University of Minnesota. All rights reserved.

Crop Cost – Cost of Production tool
https://cropcost.umn.edu/

https://cropcost.umn.edu/
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Minnesota Department of Agriculture – Tax Credit
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Minnesota Department of Agriculture – Grant

•In 2024

•Up to $5,000 for Mini Grant

•Up to $20,000 for full grant

Past awards
In the FY2025 program, MDA helped new farmers with the cost of 
purchasing needed equipment and infrastructure by awarding 97 grants 
totaling $856,833 across 45 Minnesota counties. Demand for the 
Beginning Farmers Equipment and Infrastructure Grant far outstripped 
legislative funding for the grant, with 1,100 eligible applicants requesting 
$18.6 million from the grant program. Individual awards of up to $20,000 
are reimbursing a wide variety of equipment and infrastructure purchase 
costs for different types of farming, including:

• Fencing for 16 applicants

• Specialty crop equipment for 15 applicants

• Tractor purchases for 11 applicants, from small walk-behind tractors to 
larger row crop tractors

• Livestock chute system for nine applicants, plus livestock equipment 
including feeding and watering systems for others

• Water access improvements and irrigation equipment for eight 
applicants

• New infrastructure projects such as high tunnels, equipment storage 
structures, and walk-in coolers

• Improvements for existing infrastructure such as barns and feed lots

• Various other needs, including a soybean head, GPS technology for 
tractors, bee hives, a grain transfer system, hay balers, and Christmas 
tree farm equipment
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Other Credits

• Crop Insurance Discount
• Lending

• FSA Guaranteed or Direct Loans

• Ask Around 
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Questions

Nathan Hulinsky
huli0013@umn.edu
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