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#FridaysOnTheFarm: Reaching New Horizons

Each Friday meet farmers, producers, and landowners through our
#FridaysOnTheFarm stories. Visit local farms, ranches, forests, and resource areas where
USDA customers and partners do right and feed everyone.

This Friday meet Jeffrey, Louis, and Jacob Lipton of Pleasant View Farms in Somers,
Connecticut. The farm has been in the Lipton family since 1918. Originally a dairy, the farm
has transitioned into growing 600 acres of small grains and 650 acres of hay.

Filling a Need

When a local grain mill went out of business a few years ago, livestock producers approached
the Liptons to purchase local feed. At the time, the family was selling small amounts of bulk
and bagged feed. To meet the needs of the local agriculture community, they decided to
expand their sales by adding improved storage and handling facilities.

Jeffrey reached out to his local USDA Farm Service Agency office and was able to purchase a
scale and grain vacuum through the Farm Storage Facility Loan Program. This program
provides low-interest financing for producers to build or upgrade facilities to store eligible
commodities.

“The scale of Connecticut agriculture may not be as large as other parts of the country, but the
diversity is here,” said Jeffrey. “My sons and | enjoy being farmers and we get satisfaction from
being able to grow, produce, and provide quality feed for our local farmers.”

Modifying the operation to reflect Connecticut’s changing agriculture industry is important to
the Liptons.

“In the past few months adding automated processing has saved us labor and time,” said
Louis. “This lets us sell grain at competitive prices to farmers who want to buy local feed. We
can process custom mixes in as small as one-ton batches.”

Into the Future

As the fourth generation on the farm, Louis and Jacob plan to keep growing their customer
base beyond Connecticut.

“| feel we help smaller-scale farmers grow because our feed is easily accessible and
customized to meet their animal needs,” said Jacob.
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Pleasant View Farms provides feed to almost 700 farms, which includes feed purchased on
the farm and bulk loads delivered to customers. Their goal is to increase their feed sales by 20
percent each year.

While farming occupies most of their time, the Liptons find the time to connect with their peers
and represent their industry. Louis and Jacob are currently members of the Connecticut Farm
Bureau Young Farmers Committee and host an annual summer cookout at Pleasant View
Farms.

“We are so busy farming that it is hard to take time away from the farm, but we recognize the
importance of staying involved,” said Louis.

More Information

USDA offers a variety of risk management, disaster assistance, loan, and conservation
programs to help agricultural producers in the United States weather ups and downs in the
market, recover from natural disasters, and invest in improvements to their operations. Learn
about additional programs.

For more information about USDA programs and services, contact your local USDA service
center.

JOIN THE CONVERSATION

Follow the #FridaysOnTheFarm story series and other news you can use on farmers.gov and
our social media channels: Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, Flickr, and Facebook.

Story Credit: Dawn Pindell, FSA
Photo Credits: USDA & Pleasant View Farms

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.


https://www.farmers.gov/
https://www.farmers.gov/
https://www.farmers.gov/service-locator
https://www.farmers.gov/service-locator
https://nrcs.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Shortlist/index.html?appid=78fbcb7f505a492793f25a2c28bd9ca6
http://farmers.gov/
https://twitter.com/FarmersGov
https://www.instagram.com/farmersgov/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBlm1cdj1ELGjanH0Ci0zDQ
https://www.flickr.com/photos/farmersgov/
https://www.facebook.com/FarmersGov/

